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Upload object definitions in xsd format

In Jalapeno terminology, what are information concepts?
Information concepts in Jalapeno are the business definitions of concepts. Also referred to as the 
‘conceptual information model’, the Jalapeno concept model is not intended to be a literal 
representation of the data that is stored and handled for the organization.
You may also hear information concepts referred to as Information Objects.

I have data object definitions in xsd schema format – is it possible to upload these 
definitions to Jalapeno?
Jalapeno provides the means to convert a data model from a ‘physical’ representation into a 
‘logical’ model, and then into a conceptual model based on the ISO11179 standard. The 
conversion steps are bi-directional.
Data object definitions in xsd format may be converted in this way, with the following caveats;

• The xsd file follows the “venetian blind” design pattern
• Before attempting a conversion, it is recommended that the file format is validated via an XML 

formatter (e.g. www.freeformatter.com)
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Where in Jalapeno can I manage data model conversions?
Data model conversion is provided via the Admin Tools option in the Utilities menu in the top-right 
corner of the Jalapeno window.

In the Admin Tools area, the conversion functions are provided in the ‘Tools’ tab, under the 
heading ‘Level Conversions’.

The conversion tools are;
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Conversion option Purpose

XSD2TV Conversion of a ‘physical’ data model (in xsd format) into 
a logical data model (ERD)

TV2BV Conversion of a logical data model into a conceptual 
data model

BV2TV Conversion of a conceptual data model into a logical 
data model (ERD) (not covered in this guide)

OWL2BV Conversion of a Web Ontology Language (OWL) file into 
a conceptual data model (not covered in this guide)
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How do I upload and convert an xsd schema?
Navigate to the ’Tools’ tab in the  Admin Tools area.
Click on ‘XSD2TV’

Click on ‘Choose file’, then browse to the file containing the xsd schema to be converted.
Once the correct file is located, click on ‘Open’ to confirm the selection.

Click on the blue button ‘UPLOAD INTO TV’ to initiate the conversion.
NOTE: Success/failure of the conversion is indicated via messages displayed at the top-right 
corner of the Jalapeno window. If an error message is displayed, the recommended first check is 
to re-validate the xsd file format.
A successful conversion will result in the construction of an entity relationship diagram 
representing a logical model of the xsd schema.
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How do I view my converted Entity Relationship Diagram (ERD)?
To view a generated ERD, navigate to the Information Modelling module, and click on ‘Entity 
Relation Diagrams’.

In the tree, expand the node ‘TV-Data model’, then expand the node ‘Table’.
A newly converted ERD is given an automatically-generated label starting with ”upload”. This 
label can be modified as needed by selecting the tree item, then clicking on the edit         icon 
above the tree.
A graphical view of the ERD is shown under the tab ‘ERD’.

• The scope of the view is constrained according to the selected tree node.
• The graphical ERD is titled with details of the selected tree node provided in the xsd schema 

file, specifically the name and documentation (xs:documentation).

Can I review the imported schema?
The imported schema from which the ERD has been generated can be viewed under the tab 
‘Schema’.
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How do I convert an ERD into a conceptual information model?
Navigate to the ’Tools’ tab in the  Admin Tools area.
Click on ‘TV2BV’

At the prompt ‘Profile to convert’, select the label for the ERD that you wish to convert.
Click on the blue button ‘CONVERT’ to perform the conversion.

NOTE: Success/failure of the conversion is indicated via messages displayed at the top-right 
corner of the Jalapeno window.
A successful conversion will result in the construction of conceptual objects.
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How do I view my converted conceptual object definition?
To view a generated conceptual object, navigate to the Information Modelling module, and click 
on ‘Manage Concept’.

On the left of the screen, the entire tree of concepts is shown for the selected model.
In the tree, expand the top-level parent ‘Concept’.

The item which was selected for conversion by the ‘TV2BV’ function should be visible in the tree 
as a direct child of ‘Concept’. This node can be expanded to show child conceptual objects. 
Select an object to see its graphical representation on the right. Object attributes and 
relationships are presented in the view.
At this stage the newly converted conceptual objects are isolated within a single branch of the  
tree to enable their review and, if necessary, easy removal.

Is it possible to merge newly converted concepts into an existing taxonomy of concepts ?
Newly converted concepts may be moved to an appropriate location in the tree by 
dragging/dropping.

Refer to this separate guide for information on working with tree hierarchies, including moving 
nodes between locations in the tree.
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https://www.capsifi.com/support/tree-hierarchies/

